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@ MOVE TO RE_PLAcé CRZWITHCMZ
NFF threatens demo
near Parliament

Express News Service -
Ramanathapuram, June 4 .

OVER 50,000 fishermen from all over the country would re-
sort to a demonstration outside Parliament house, unless the
Government takes action to withdraw the Coastal Manage-
ment Zone (CMZ) notification, according to Harekrishna Deb-
nath, chairman of the National Fishworkers Forum (NFF).
- Speaking to mediapersons here on Wednesday, Debnath-
said that instead the government should implement the

Coastal Regulation Zone notification.
He said that the national campaign

Gumgermenit oo o e L &abg Qemsimen.

for the rights of fishermen started in
Kutch, near Gujarat, on May 1 and
would conclude at Kolkata on July 27.
The NFF had protested the move of
the Ministry of Environment and For-
est to replace the Coastal Regulation
7one which was being done at the be-
hest of the World Bank, he said.

. He accused the government of per-
mitting companies which were banned
in other countries, to establish their
strong hold in coastal areas in India.

This would adversely affect marine
wealth and the welfare of fishermen
and the CMZ was designed for this
very purpose. These companies would
also enjoy tax concessions for their
products, affecting nearly 5 crore fish-
ermen as well as farmers earning their
living in the coastal belts.

Therefore, the Forum has decided
to conduct demonstrations opposite
government offices on June 20. Even
then, if the CMZ was not withdrawn,
50,000 fishermen would gather oppo-
gite Parliament and burn the copies
of CMZ notification, he added. :

Paulsamy, president to Ramanatha-
puram Fishworkers Trade Union
(RFTU), Karuppasamy, secretary to
RFTU, and the representatives of oth-
er state fishermen gssociations attend-
' ed the briefing. ‘
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CHENNAI

THE HINDU e TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2008

“New coastal management plan
jeopardises livelihood of fishermen”

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI: India’s 8,118-km
coastline and the livelihood of
3.5 million people who de-
pend on fishing in its waters
will be threatened if the go-
vernment presses ahead with
its plan to replace the protec-
tive measures of the coastal
regulation laws of 1991 with a

new management concept,

the National Fishworkers Fo-
rum has said.

The Coastal Management
Zone draft notification, which
is posted on the website of the
Ministry of Environment and
Forests for public comment
till June 29, splits coastal
zones into four categories: ec-
ologically sensitive, of partic-
ular concern (population
dense or economically and
strategically significant),
open areas (including water)
and island areas such as An-

- daman and Lakshadweep.

The new plan gives too
much power to the State au-
thorities to waive the rights of

Tamil Nadu

fishermen and hand over
coastal land and water to big
business interests engaged in
tourism, mariculture, miner-
al mining, shipping, energy
processing and defence-relat-
ed projects, Harekrishna
Debnath, chairman of the fo-
rum, said here on Thursday.

Furthermore, he said, the
plan would legalise thou-
sands of violations that took
place under the 1991 coastal
regulation zone notification,
many of which were pending
in court.
“Facing crisis”

“Our coastal zone is facing
a crisis. In all States, fisher-
folk are experiencing a dras-
tic reduction in their catch
owing to pollution, the de-
struction of mangroves and
industrial effluents,” he said.
Yet, the fisheries sector con-
tributed Rs.30,000 crore to
India’s gross national product
for little or no investment
from the government.
Flanked by representatives

from Gujurat, Mabharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pra-
desh who are leading a fisher-
folk yatra that has moved
through two-thirds of India’s
coastline from the Rann of
Kutch to Chennai through
Kanyakumari, he demanded
that the government ‘with-
draw the draft management
notification and implement
the 1991 notification until
comprehensive  legislation
that takes into account the
perspectives of all partiesisin
place. :

The Machhimar Adhikar
Rashtriya Abhiyan, which
will move on from Chennai
up the east coast to Kolkata, is
calling for a National Day of
Action on June 20 to enable
the fisherfolk to voice their
concerns and petition the En-
vironment Ministry.

In the absence of any re-
sponse, thousands of fisher-
folk may go to Delhi on the
opening day of Parliament on
July. 22 for an indefinite
agitation.
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@ COASTAL MANAGEMENT ZONE

Fishermen demo
reaches Pondy

Express News Service
Puducherry, June 8

THE National Fishworkers’
Forum ( NFF) embarked on a
national campaign from
Kutch to Kanyakumari to
save the coast

men. The 2
campaigners plannlng a

and - fisher- The NFF.is-

the move of the Ministry of
Environment and Forest to
replace the Coastal Regula-
tion Zone (CRZ) notification
of 1991 by the new Coastal
Management Zone (CMZ) no-
tification. In this regard, the
fishermen would
observe June 20,
as ‘National Day
march of action against

reached
Puducherry
on Sunday.
The cam-
paigners ex-
pressed appre-
hension on

to Parliament to

force the Centre’

to withdraw
the Coastal
Management

CMZ’ through
demonstrations
and picketing in
front of govern-
ment offices.
Their main de-
mands to the gov-
ernment include

the policies of

ment and sai
like the farmers, the fisher-
men are threatened and

due to the implementation of
various projects like the
Sethusamudram Shipping
Canal Project (SSCP), coastal
reclamation for industrial use
as in the case of Kerala Ku-
lasekharapatnam Thermal
Power Plant, to name a few.
Their aim was to oppose

the g Zone notification

should not become extinct

withdrawal of
CMZ notification,
stopping commercial har-
bours, thermal power plants,
sand mining and SSCP which
would prove disastrous to
3,600 species of fishes, life ban
on sea-cucumber fishing, stop
fish import and diversion of
tsunami rehabilitation funds
to other projects.

They are also planning for
a Parliament march during
the monsoon session.

THE TIMES OF INDIA, CHENNAI
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2008

Fishermen
reject CZM
“notification

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: Rejecting the Coastal
Z.one.Management (CZM) noti-
fication, the National Fisher-
workers’ Forum (NFF) has
asked the Centre to stop gifting %
cqastal lands and resources to
big businesses.

During the Tamil Nadu leg
of the nationwide campaign for
protecting fishermen rights,’
NIf‘F chairman Harekrishna,
said the rights of the fishing
community to its traditional
land rgmained unrecognised but
chemlcal hubs, nuclear plants
apd ill-conceived mega projects
_11_ke tlée Sethusamudram Ship-
ping Canal Project i

takenup. i HEne

- The coastal regulation zon
(CRZ) notification of 1991 wae
to prevent and minimise the im-
pact of human activities on ma-
rine and coastal ecology. But the
centre and the states had failed
to enforce the notification that
had been amended 21 times un-
der pressure from the business
lobby; he charged.

Now, the centre wanted to
scrap the CRZ notification and
mtroduce CZM with the inten-
tion of further selling out the
coasts to commercial plunder,
Harekrishna said. } ,

Fishermen still had no right
to housing, access to the sea, to
dry and repair nets, to sort,
process and sell fish and to berth
boats and most of the 8,200 fish-

ing villages had no land title or :
pattas. i

Tamil Nadu
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@ CMZ NOTIFICATION

Fishermen stage
protest in Kumari

Express News service
Nagercoil, June 20

THOUSANDS of fishermen belonging to

the Tamilnadu Fish Workers Union
(TFU) affiliated to the National Fish
Workers Forum organised agitations on

Friday in 17 places in Kanyakumari dis-

trict, including Nagercoil, Kanyakumari,
Muttom and Colachel, protesting against
the implementation of Coastal Manage-
ment Zone (CMZ) notification, 2008.

Peter Doss, state president of TFU,
which has over 25,000 members, presided
over the agitation in front of the collec-
torate, demanding that the government
withdraw the implementation of CMZ no-
tification as it was inimical to the inter-
ests of the fishermen who have been en-
joying traditional rights of the commu-
nity. 1

Noting that the fishermen living in
3,200 fishermen villages have not been
issued land pattas for their habitations,
he said that if the CMZ notification was
implemented, the community may have
to vacate their traditional rights and
would be evicted from the sea-front habi-
tations.

Arguing that the implementation of
CMZ notification might only serve the
interests of MNCs who will exploit the
marine resources, the agitators said that
the sea side resorts, prawn farms, Spe-
cial Economic Zones and major har-
bours will only spell doom for the frag-
ile coastal ecology and put the fishing
trade, which is a major foreign exchange
earner, earning Rs 4,200 crore annually
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EXPRESS PHOTO

Tamilnadu Fish Workers Union staging an agitation in Nagercoil demanding the govern-

ment not to implement the CMZ notification 2008.

for the country, in limbo.

The fishermen community is at cross-
roads due to the CMZ notification which
does not allow fishermen to live in their
traditional homes near the sea front. The
CMLZ notification seeks to vacate fisher-
men from the civic body limits of the giv-
en fishing village and also limits their

entry into the first 25 nautical miles in-
side the sea. [

The agitators demanded that the gov-
ernment should come forward to imple-
ment the Coastal Regulation Zone notifi-
cation, 1991, taking into consideration
the livelihood dependence of 3.5 million
fishermen in the country.



