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‘Marine fishermen oppose
'CMZ notification °

Orrisa

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR: Traditional ma{
rine fishermen of Ganjam
district organised a rally de-

manding immediate with-

drawal of the new Coastal
Management Zone (CMZ)
notification at Chatrapur on
Monday. _

The rally also welcomed
the chairperson of the Na-
tional Fish Workers’ Forum
(NFF), Harekrishna Deb-
nath, into Orissa.

Mr. Debnath reached Oris-
sa on Monday from Andhra
Pradesh. He is leading a cam-
paign of the NFF to create
public awareness among
fishermen on India’s coas-
tline against the CMZ, which
started from Kutch in Guj-
arat on May 1.

The awareness campaign
of NFF will end at Kontai in
West Bengal on June 27.

Public meet

‘CPI MLA N. Narayan Red-
dy, Congress chairperson of
Chatrapur NAC, R.C. Behera,
president of fisherwomen’s
organisation, Samudram, B.
Chittama and general secre-
tary of the Orissa Traditional
Fish Workers Union (OTF-
WU), K. Allaya led the rally
against CMZ notification. A
public meeting was also held
in front of the office of the
Collector.

Addressing the gathering,
Mr. Debnath said strict im-
plementation of the Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) noti-
fication was the only mean to
protect coastal environment

and livelihood of marine fish-
ermern.

- “To satisfy a few corporate
giants, the government is di-
luting whole concept of coas-
tal restrictions through the
CMZ notification which is

yet to be discussed in local

panchayats, State Assem-
blies or Parliament although
it would hamper livelihood
of over 60 lakh population
depending on marine fish-
ing,” he said.

Mr. Devnath will visit
coastal areas of Chilika lake,
Puri, Chandrabhaga, Para-
deep, Dhamra and Balasore
during this week to create
awareness against the CMZ.

On June 20, the marine
fishermen of the country
would observe their National
Day against CMZ.




Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan

Orrisa

the pioneer

Bhubaneswar

Wednesday | June 18 | 2008

‘CMZ to deprive 17 lakh
fishermen of livelihood’

Pioneer News Service | Berhampur

The proposed Costal

Management Zone (CZM)
Act by the UPA Government
would deprive the livelihood
of at least 20 lakh people, in-
cluding the 17 lakh fishermen
across the country, stated
chairperson of the National
Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF)
HK Devnath.

The fishermen commu-
nity, as a part of their na-
tionwide protest movement,
agitated in front of the
Ganjam district Collectorate
at Chhatrapur demanding
withdrawal of the CZM and
enforcement of the Coastal
Regulatory Zone of 1991 in
the interest of lakhs of people
depending on this zero in-
vestment sector-fishery
across the country.

The fishermen living in 10
coastal States have begun
their nationwide protest since
May from Kochi, which would
end in Kolkata and subse-
quently there would be a
protest rally in front of the
Parliament. In these coastal
States at least 20 lakh people
are engaged in the fisheries
sector, and due to the act of
the Central Government fish
production has already de-
creased by around 40 per cent.

Devnath alleged that the
UPA Government is encour-
aging the industrial houses to
establish the Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) by

L4

providing thousands of acres
of land along the sea. The
Ambanis have proposed to es-
tablish as many as 10,000 fish
stalls across the country and
industrialist Vijay Mallya has
proposed to establish 30 wa-
ter sports centres in the coun-
try along the coastal areas.
Devnath said the fishery
sector is doing a business of
more than 33,000 crore dollars
and earns around Rs 8,000
crore in foreign exchange for
the ' country. Yet the
Government is adamant on

. enacting such a law affecting

the sector seriously He al-
leged that the Ministry of

Environment has already tak-

en an amount of 107 million

dollars from the World Bank
to modify this Act in favour of
the big industrial houses.

To lodge their protest,
they are organising meetings
in the coastal States and they
are sending at least 10 lakh
postcards each having ten
signatures to the Central
Government demanding with-
drawal of CZM and enforce-
ment of CRZ of 1991. They are
observing June 20 as the
National Day of Action against
CMZ notification demanding
lifting of the ban on fishing by
traditional fishermen in
Orissa’s Gahirmatha region
and payment of adequate
compensation to fishers for
loss of work, Devnath said.




