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Sethusamudram project poses threat to
biodiversity i in Gulf of Mannar:

Special Correspondent

MANGALORE: The proposed
Sethusamudram project, if
implemented, will adversely
affect marine biodiversity in
the “protected” Gulf of Man-
nar Biosphere Reserve, ac-
cording to Director of
Kochi-based Centre for Ma-
rine Fisheries Research Insti-
tute (CMFRI), N.G.K. Pillai.

Mr. Pillai was inaugurating
a seminar on “biodiversity
regime and emerging chal-
lenges and opportunities” or-
ganised by Mangalore
Research Centre of CMFRI
here on Thursday. He said the
Gulf had 3,600 species, in-
cluding 300 species that were
endemic to the region.

He gave the example of how
projects such as Kochi shi-
pyard had affected the marine
biodiversity in Kochi estuary.
He had studied virgin estuary
in 1971-73 and there was little
or no development activity.
But another study he guided
recently had revealed a biodi-
versity loss of up to 60 per
cent.

Karnataka

CREATING AWARENESS: N.G.K. Pillai , Director,
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Kochi,
releasing a CD on bwdzverstty at a national seminar
on ‘biodiversity regime emerging challenges and
opportunities’ in Mangalore on Thursday.

— PHOTO: R. ESWARRAJ

He said a study by the World
‘Wide Fund had revealed that a
quarter of wildlife had been
lost since 1970 and the maxi-
mum loss was reported in
freshwater aquatic regions (29
per cent) The phenomenon of
vanishing wildlife had reached
alarming proportions, he said.
Unless strict regulations were
enforced, biodiversity loss
would reach a staggering 60 to

Hi S

70 per cent in the next three
decades, he said. Decrying lack
of political will to intervene
effectively, he regretted that
enforcement of many regula-
tions left much to be desired.
The only regulation adhered
to was fishing holidays of 47 to
60 days. Although develop-
ment activities could not be
done away with, proper advice
to policy makers had to be giv-

expert

en and they might not be able
toimplement them for various
reasons. Describing the use of
trawl fishnets as “dangerous |
fishing practice,” he said net
regulations had to be strictly
enforced.

The nets brought a lot of
non-edible biota to the shore
and this was resulting in a
“significant” biodiversity loss.

Recalling that India was
home to three of the 37 global
biodiversity hotspots, Mr. Pil-
lai said some 600 species here
had deteriorated.

Mr. Pillai released a CD on
biodiversity.

H. Shivananda Murthy, Di-
rector of Extension of the Kar-
nataka Veterinary, Animal
Sciences and Fisheries Uni-
versity, called for strict imple-
mentation of regulations
regarding fishing nets. B.R.
Vankatesh, Director, Geolog-
ical Survey of India, spoke. K.
Vijayakumaran, Senior Scien-
tist with the Mangalore Re-
search Centre of CMFRI, said
the seminar was organised to
coincide with the World Bio-
diversity Day on Thursday.
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" Team visits fishing
:aodpcs@ e, villages in
ABTTTPE® LY Uttara Kannada
ACROMTT Feds gy

. R, 623 Udupi: A team of the National Fishworkers’ Fo-
mg ey dmmh 0 00> rum has visited several fishing villages in the

WU‘@G‘&: > §060 Aoty (&mw Sersradoons
Uttara Kannada coast, to study the problems of
Bow) emedr(m%dad)da ROobY, & rordpar the fishermen in the district.
(e Styos oy oot s> Macihimar Adhlkar Reshtriga AbRiyer Witk
odye0n 2oeomOd 3608 o 3 @08 ‘Mac ashtriya Abhiyan’, wit
2 gmﬂme 050 30T, % Ay onid amotto ‘Save the Coast, Save Fishermen’, visit-
S %3 8 ed Majali, Karwa, Thadari, Honnavar and
g talat Rt 500 WROTRD, o Bhatkal, before arriving Udupi on Friday.
ASO'ORE* T wehed), 3 FeBnve, omq;de Gt Harikrishna Debanath, chairperson of NFF
ma‘;‘drﬁ am;oej Sedmn:b o] heo‘d;ozz';’b g ww along with N D Koli, general secretar}f, Akhila
?uaodqazzf o Soacb@daod R536, 2 oy 6 o . Karnataka Fishermen Parishad, after interact-
dess 2 et e ing with the fisher folk in the district, vehemently
DT 00 & wodd, Bmnde ss agdezid@ Wz criticized the authorities’ move to replace the
§mos, FRnerab, uou’d: AWRFD, TEM mm CRZ notification of 1991 with a new CMZ notifi-
ammcsmm A, > Redenrddd, Snordnomd 0F catg’géms B s ot eaid
*’dmdom : sing re rs, Debanath and Koli sai
2eg %“wz:b d@moﬂ smos mod.pwaod e’ouroqﬁ that in the opinion of the fishermen, the new
i 00T AEMWTOH ER0BIIRAYES 0T CMZ notification was designed to condone all vi-
e 1.20 8¢, 1300 DEIMOFoHE :&mdhﬂmo@z:b olations of the CRZ and to accommodate SEZs
RoRT Qoemosabd, ot wodmsfm 2otind and STZs.
ogde 3=Fg 30,000 foe. o’ =SB med 206 Debanath said if the intention of the au-
thorities is straight, they should publish the draft
mz:{f ﬁd@dd zsms ) emojo;{ab R)edséddra deogy notification in newspapers and direct the state
TN 0% #dﬁdmab e:beabmdoﬁ ﬁsmoo‘lmbd odnexs governments to disseminate it at panchayat lev-
Ry 00 I, TS el em;fdm 303 wbnert els. According to him, siltation of the channels,
A 8 S B O s IS8t o milcary ovecis
g moﬁ 30&&@&3006 QDM Zrin business house are among the most serious prob-
QMBI &SR oot mm wIBR $PReD Tody 00 lems faced by the fishermen.
Q0EMTT Fe0) TR esOo mrwf eomod mm The team which started on May 1 from Jakhau
R0 deSmdosabe&mdd 8&371@ Tody b stpoin in Kutch, quarat, will now travel towards
) BSed N, B0 TR waing deg - Banvabumari. '
= oéﬁozdoﬁ@daod& SR SR odsee ibiyiecisigenl Somagess

wgwimaéwoo Do QeSS Heas a'addar
. 8.8009, e mrwf QemT Fora® aw ol
SRS WRIRT?, Q0T ANDOBT Tryes z:imo '
BB ROF Doordedodn, 13 SRR, Fewset
R, *:odz}rs wwxé&qad).
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& MOVE TO REPLACE ciz

NFF to launch campaign against
Coastal Zone Management

Capti.ve ports would put country boats
and fibreglass boats out of work

Express News Service
Madurai, May 28

The National Fish Workers’ Forum (NFF) is organising a ten-day campaign i the
Soastal districts of Tamil Nadu seeking to protect the rights of the fishermen from
une 1.

Addressing a joint press meet organised by the Coastal Action Network (CAN)
and the NFF here on Wednesday, CNN State convenor Jeeva said that the cam-
paign was aimed at protesting the proposed move to replace the existing fisher-
men-friendly Coastal Regulation Zone - 1991 (CRZ) with the Coastal Zonc Mana ge
ment (CZM) and against the Sethusamudram Ship Canal Project (SSCP).

The move to implement the CZM was to bring the entire coastal region under the
control of the Union Ministry of Forests and Environment from the purview of
the traditional fishermen community.so that ‘developmental projects’ like beach re-
sorts, hotels and industries could*be started‘in coastal areas, prohibited by the
CRZ.

Expressing apprehension about the construction of small captive ports and pri-
vate fishing harbours under the CZM, the executive committee member of N FF,
T Peterdas, said that these harbour projects were aimed at making fishing a port
based industry.

“If this materialises, around 40,000 country boats and vallams plus 75,000 fibre-
glass boats in Tamil Nadu would go out of the fishing industry” This would ad
versely affect the harvesting of fish as 70 percent of catch in the State was now
brought ashore by country craft, vallams and fibreglass boats.

These leaders were also disappointed over the intransigence of political par-
ties as none came forward to speak in their favour. According to Peterdas, politicians
consider the fishermen community as a weak vote bank. ‘

The campaign starts from Manavalakurichi in Kanyakumari district on June 1
and pass through the coastal districts of Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi, Ramanatha-
puram, Pudukottai, Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, Nagapattinam, Karaikal, Cneidalore
Pudhucherry, Kancheepuram, Villupuram and Chennai.

NFF executive committee member Paulsamy and CNN state committee member-
Gandhimathi were also present during the press briefing.
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Withdraw notification on
coastal zone: fishermen

Special Correspondent
MADURAI: Representatives of
fishermen organisations have
called for the withdrawal of
the Coastal Management
Zone Notification, 2008, as it
“threatened the livelihood of
fisherfolk.”

Addressing a press confe-
rence here on Wednesday, re-
presentatives  of  National
Fishworkers' Forum said that
the Government, instead of
“imposing” the CMZ Notifi-
cation, should attempt to im-

! plement the Coastal

| Regulation Zone Notification,

| 1991. Tt should recognise the
inalienable traditional and
customary rights of fisherfolk
and protect the coast from
special economic zones, nu-
clear power plants and pollut-
ing industries

T. Peter Das of Kanyaku-

Karnataka

mari district described the
2008 notification as an at-
tempt to marginalise small
fishermen, who owned coun-
try boats and catamarans.
The new categorisation of the
shore would make it a dump-
ing yard as building activity
would be allowed.

M. Jeeva of Madurai said
that the notification facilitat-
ed seaside tourism and indus
trial - activity, making th
seashore vulnerable to com-
mercial interests. It also
sought to legalise all illegal
constructions along the coast
The construction of private
harbours, he felt, would mar-
ginalise small fishermen fur-
ther.

The ‘setback line’ proposed
by the notification, to be
drawn on the basis of a scien-
tific study, would push the
fishermen already affected by

the tsunami further away
from the shore, Mr. Jeeva
alleged.

A. Paulsamy of Ramanalh-
apuram called for the with-
drawal of the
Sethusamudram Ship Chan-
nel Project as it would furthe:
add to the problems of fisher
men who had been affected
by shrimp farms along 1he
coast. Any new alignmoent o)
the project would 2nidag
marine life, he added

Campaign trom Junc

The Tamil Nadu leg of the
National Campaign for I'ro-
tecting Fisher People Rights
that calls for withdrawal oi
the 2008- notification will he
gin from Kanyakumari on
June L. It will reach Pulicat on
June 10 after passing through
the coastal districts of Tamil
Nadu and Puducherrv
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