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THIRUWVANANTHAPURAM

THE HINDU » SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2008

Fish workers oppose reforms

Special Correspondent

the proposed reforms the

fisheries sector and the go-

vernment's move to replace
policy.

dran, MP, said the govern-
ment had a responsibility
protect coastal and marine
resources.

NFF leaders alleged that
the proposed reforms in the
fisheries sector would expose
traditional fishermen to un-
healthy competition from
multinational companies and
lead to plunder of marine re-
sources. They said the Coas-
tal Zone Management policy
and the decision to permit the
operation of foreign trawlers
would affect the livelihood of
traditional fishermen all over
the coun 5

NFF leaders Harekrishna
Debnath and Matanhy Sal-
danha; State president of
Kerala Swathantra Matsya

Thozhilali Federation T. Pe-
ter; and general secretary A.
Andrews; were among those
who spoke.

The NFF national cam-
paign for the rights of fish
workers began in Gujarat on
May 1. During the Kerala leg
of the campaign, the team vis-
ited fishing villages and land-
ing centres along the coast
from Kasaragod to Thiruva-
nanthapuram and addressed
public meetings.

Mr. Debnath said the team
had received complaints from
fish workers against sand-
mining, import of fish, inade-
qgquate supply of kerosene for
outboard engines and discre-
pancy in utilisation of tsuna-
mi rehabilitation funds.

sunday:=:express -

Kerala

oo
The AG’s office march by the National Fish Workers
Forum and Kerala Swathanthea Matsya Thozhitali
Federation in protest against the Centre’s mave to
implement Coastal Conservation and Protection

Programme, at Thiruvananthapuram on Saturday
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