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VISAKHAPATNAM

THE HINDU » BUSINESS LINE
SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 2008

AP coastal corridor,

SEZs disastrous

Our Bureau
Visakhapatnam, June 13

The National Fishworkers’
Forum (NFF) has condemned
the proposal of the Andhra
Pradesh Government to build
a coastal industrial corridor
from Srikakulam to Kakinada
and beyond as “utterly de-
structive” to the livelihood of
thousands of fishermen de-
pendent on the sea and also

the coastal environs and
ecosystems,
At a press meet here on Fri-

day, Mr Harekrishna Debnath,
Chairman of NFF, said the or-
ganisation was on a campaign
from May1to June 27 alongall
the coastal States from the
Rann of Kutch in Gujarat to
West Bengal “to educate and
sensitise the fishermen and al-
so the general public on the
havoc being wrought all along

Andhra Pradesh

the 8,000 km-coastline of In-

dia in the name of
development.”
* He said that the NFF had so

far covered the west coast
States, Tamil Nadu, and parts
of Andhra Pradesh till Friday
and it would culminate in
West Bengal on June 27. “We
have called it the Kutch-Ka-
nyakumari-Kolkata campaign.
As a part of it, we are holding
public meetings in Visakha-
patnam, Vizianagaram and
Srikakulam  districts  this
week,” he said.

CRZ NEEDED, NOT CMZ

Mr Debnath said that the
Union Government and the
States should sincerely imple-
ment the coastal regulatory
zone notification, 1991, and
give up the draft coastal man-
agement zone notification, as

: NFF

“the latter will open the gates
for unbridled profit-making,
commercialisation of the coast
by the companies, Indian or
foreign, and massive displace-
ment of fishermen.” The CMZ
notification, he said, allowed
for exploitation of the sea till
22 kms in the territorial waters-
and would pave the way for
settingup SEZs and hazardous
chemical industries along the
coast.

Citing the example of Mun-
dra port in Gujarat and the ce-
ment industries in the vicinity
of the port, he said fishermen
in seven villages were evicted
for the projects and none of
them was paid compensation.
“They were promised jobs, but
notajob, out of 3,000 or 50, has
been given to a fisherman. The
promise of jobs is simply a bait
to lure fishermen,” he alleged.
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Call to Wlthdraw
CMZ notification

Special Correspondent

VISAKHAPATNAM: Fisher folk
will observe ‘national day of
action’ on June 20 to protest
against the Coastal Manage-
ment Zone (CMZ) notifica-
tion by organising picketing
at the nearest government of-
fice in fishing villages and by
staging dharna, rasta roko
and other forms of agitation.

March to Parliament

Announcing this at a media
conference here on Friday,

chairperson of the National -

Fishworkers' Forum (NFF)
Harekrishna Debnath said
that if there was no response
to the agitation, the fisher
community would march ta
the Parliament on July 22
during the monsoon session
and continue the agitation in
Delhi indefinitely till the
withdrawal of CMZ notifica-
tion and realization of their
demands.

Charter of demands

Besides withdrawal of
CMZ notification, the charter
of demands included an end
to pollution in the coastal re-
gion and stopping of eviction
of fishermen from their liveli-
hood by commercial har-
bours, ship-breaking units,
SEZs, thermal power plants,
tourism  industry, sand

Fishermen to
observe ‘national
day of action’ by
picketing offices on
June 20

mining etc., cancellation of
letter of permits given to for-
eign fishing vessels and stop-
ping diversion of tsunami
rehabilitation fund to other
projects.

The NFF chalrperson was
in the city leading a jatha,
which began its 8,000 km
journey from Kutch in Guj-
arat on May 1. “So far, we cov-
ered Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Ta-
mil Nadu, Pondicherry and
entered Andhra Pradesh on
June 10. This morning we ar-
rived in Vizag,” he said.

Public meeting

Mr. Debnath was accompa-
nied by other NFF leaders P.
Ramalingam (Andhra Pra-
desh), Ramesh Dhuri (Mah-
arashtra), K. Alleya (Orissa),
Debashis Shyamal (West
Bengal), Richard (Tamil Na-
du), Sasanka Dev and Osman
Gani Sourashia (Gujarat). He
later addressed a public
meeting near the Collecto-
rate. NFF district leader T.K.
Rehman also spoke.

Andhra Pradesh
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The New Indian Express |Saturday. June 14, 2008 | Visakhapatnam

&® CRZ ACT DILUTION

Manan Kumar | ENS 5
New Delhl June 13

LAKHS af traditional fisher-
men spread along the nine
coastal s s and two union
territories are increasingly
getting restless. Their wor-
ries stem from the latest ef-
forts by the Union Environ-
ment Ministry to notify the
whole of 8,118-km-long Indi-
an coastline under a new
Coastal Management Zone
(CMZ) Act by replacing the

(CRZ) Actof 1991. £
dian coastline would be put

industrial hubs, urban cen-
tres, resorts and nuclear pow-
er plants in the near future
thus forcing them to leave
their occupation.

The National Fishworkers’
Forum, boasting affiliation
of lakhs of fishermen

Coastal Regulation Zone the fragil

Indian
up for sale and replaced with

Lakhs of tradltlonal

in . each of the
states including
adesh, Karnataka,

I , Tamil Nadu and Oris-
sa, that the new notifi-
cation put up on May 1 and

ciations
coastal

“It is a clear attempt to di-
Iute the CRZ regime and de-
prive 3.5-million strong fish-
er community of their liveli-
hood by opening the coast-
line for sale and destroying
e coastal ecosystem.
The new CMZ notification
has provisions that allow in-
dustries to build new infra-
structure but deprive fisher-
men even of the sic hous-
ing,” says V Vivekanandan
of Thiruvananthapuram-
based South Indian Federa-
tion of Fishermen Societies.

The fishermen have given
a call of mass protests at all
Central Government offices
on June 22.

through their affiliate asso-
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THE HINDU ¢ SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 2008

Coastal zone
notification will

ruin livelihood: |

fishermen

. Special Correspondent

. NEW DELHI: The National Fish-
workers Forum has urged the

' Centre to immediately with-
draw the “ill-conceived draft
Coastal Zone Management
(CZM) notification.

For, it will not only adver-
sely impact the fragile ecolog-
ical system and marine life
but also take away the means
of livelihood from the 10-mil-
lion fishing community, re-
presentatives of the forum
told a press conference here
on Friday.

“The future of millions of
fisherfolk is at stake as the
Centre, in league with the go-
vernments of coastal States,
plans to bring up huge com-
mercial projects along the
8,118-km long coastline.”

The forum said the new
draft superseded the 1991
Coastal Regulation Zone no-
tification of 1991, but this was
done without consulting the
fishing community, main
stakeholder.

Drawing attention to a na-
tional rally of fishermen,
which started on May 1, the
forum said it would culmi-
nate on June 17 after covering
various parts of the country
to raise awareness of their is-

sues.

Andhra Pradesh
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Call to withdraw

CMZ notification

Special Correspondent

VISAKHAPATNAM: Fisher folk
will observe ‘national day of
action’ on June 20 to protest
against the Coastal Manage-
ment Zone (CMZ) notifica-
tion by organising picketing
at the nearest government of-
fice in fishing villages and by
staging dharna, rasta roko
and other forms of agitation.

March to Parliament

Announcing this at a media’

conference here on Friday,
chairperson of the National
Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF)
Harekrishna Debnath said
that if there was no response
to the agitation, the fisher
community would march to
the Parliament on July 22
during the monsoon session
and continue the agitation in
Delhi indefinitely till the
withdrawal of CMZ notifica-
tion and realization of their
demands.

Charter of demands

Besides withdrawal of
CMZ notification, the charter
of demands included an end
to pollution in the coastal re-
gion and stopping of eviction
of fishermen from their liveli-
hood by commercial har-
bours, ship-breaking units,
SEZs, thermal power plants,
tourism  industry, sand

Fishermen to
observe ‘national
day of action’ by
picketing offices on
June 20

mining etc., cancellation of
letter of permits given to for-
eign fishing vessels and stop-
ping diversion of tsunami
rehabilitation fund to other
projects.

The NFF chairperson was
in the city leading a jatha,
which began its 8,000 km
journey from Kutch in Guj-
arat on May 1. “So far, we cov-
ered Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Ta-
mil Nadu, Pondicherry and
entered Andhra Pradesh on
June 10. This morning we ar-
rived in Vizag,” he said.

Public meeting

Mr. Debnath was accompa-
nied by other NFF leaders P.
Ramalingam (Andhra Pra-
desh), Ramesh Dhuri (Mah-
arashtra), K. Alleya (Orissa),
Debashis Shyamal (West
Bengal), Richard (Tamil Na-
du), Sasanka Dev and Osman
Gani Sourashia (Gujarat). He
later addressed a public
meeting near the Collecto-
rate. NFF district leader T.K.
Rehman also spoke.
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