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Press Release

Press release-Small Tea Growers (STGs) from West Bengal, Assam and other North
Eastern States press for better implementation of Price Sharing Formula by Tea Board
of India and policy changes that help them to move up the value chain

Centre for Education and Communication (CEC) organizes a national assembly for
Sustainable Livelihoods for Small Tea Growers from West Bengal, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Tripura and Mizoram

New Delhi, 7th June 2016- Emphasizing their rights in the tea industry and highlighting a
better transparency in Tea Board's price sharing formula, small tea growers from Assam,
Arunachal, Tripura, Mizoram and West Bengal have gathered in Delhi. They have
gathered as part of an innovative event - "PPS Assembly Celebration of Innovation" -
organised by Centre for Education and Communication, New Delhi, for celebrating the
initiatives of primary producer societies and encouraging them for better sustainability.
More than 200 STG representatives who participated in the event, demanded concrete
supportive measures from the government to set up their own manufacturing units.
Many of these societies are formed by tribal communities and women from these
regions.

“Within a month, Tea Board of India , through Ministry of Commerce, will come up
with notification on guidelines for setting up mini and micro factories for small tea
growers, ” announced Sri Santhosh Kumar Sarangi, Chairman, Tea Board of India, while
addressing the PPS Assembly. . “Tea Board will allocate more funds for small tea
growers. More subsidies will be given for maintaining their water sheds and
transportation”, he adds. According to him, Small Tea Growers will have to grow up the
value chain, become producers and participate in auction on their own. Tea Board will
give them training in quality control and make sure the tea produced is of good quality.
“Considering the global warming and erratic rains, more and more tea growers will have
to encourage into organic farming”, he emphasized.

“A win-sin situation will come when tea industry recognizes small tea growers and forge
sustainable business partnerships with them. More and more BLFs and Estate factories
must come forward to purchase leaf from the societies giving them fairer price”, says J
John, Executive Director, Centre for Education and Communication. He further added,
“CEC has been working towards reducing poverty and improving income of the STGs.



The present project of “Sustainable Livelihoods for Small Tea Growers”, supported by
the European Union, addresses some of the key issues confronting the small tea
growers. Organizing Primary Producer Society (PPS) for direct collective leaf trade and
improvement in agricultural practices are at the heart of the activities. Over 590 PPS
have been formed till date reaching out to about 50,000 growers. To reduce the
vulnerability of STGs, since 2009, CEC worked among the STGs in building collectives in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu under a NABARD supported project. Now, CEC is determined to
help those PPSs who are empowered and want to move up the tea value chain, taking
definite steps to manufacture and market tea of small tea growers.”

Sharing his happiness of being a part to the betterment of Small Tea Grower (STG),
Johan Hesse, Head of Cooperation, European Union, said that “better trade and better
bargaining process should be assured for the tea growers in India”. With tea board
cooperation and the stakeholders support, he trusted a positive growth in the life of
small tea growers.

“Small tea growers contribute 35 to 40 percent of the tea production in India and why
do we still address them as STGs” asks Dr. Khan, NABARD, Mumbai. According to him,
farmer must be at the centre and not one commodity. He emphasized that awareness
creation and capacity building will help them go up the vale chain.

India is the second largest producer of tea in the world. The Small Tea Growers segment
has emerged over the last two to three decades following the serious structural shifts in
the Indian tea industry, otherwise dominated by large tea estates. With less than 0.5 to
5 acres of land, approximately 450,000 STGs contribute 36% of the India’s annual tea
production. But, despite their high share, STGs remain at the bottom of the tea value
chain as they remain isolated in the remotest and most backward regions like Assam,
Tripura, North Bengal, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Meghalaya, Nagaland and the hills of Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

In the event, 10 best performing Primary Producer Societies were awarded ‘desk-top
computers’ and next 40 PPSs were awarded ‘soil analysis kits’. Mr. Pattabiraman
Subramanian, Programme Manager, Delegation of the European Union to India said,
“Desktop will enable STGs to keep accurate digitized accounts and records. Soil analysis
kit will equip growers to obtain fertility and health status of soil and will help them to
increase productivity per unit area by narrowing the cost-benefit ratio.”

For more information, please contact:

Randeep Kaur/ /randeep.kaur@pranapr.com/ 099994997 Media Coverage
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| Santosh Sarangi
Chairman
Tea Board

- Within a month, Tea
~ Board of India, through
-~ ministry of commerce,
. - Will come up with noti-
ftcunon on guudelmes for sefting up mini and
micro factories for small tea growers. Small tea
growers will have to grow up the value chain
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Insurance for plantation crops soon

qum MESHRA
New Delki

AFTER launching the prime
minister fasal bima yojana,
the government plans to roll
out an insurance scheme for
farmers of plantation crops
like tea, coffee and spices to
belp them sustain weather-
induced Josses in yield.

The draft guidelines have
been sent to states for feed-
back, said Santosh Sarangi,
a joint secretary in the com-
merce ministry.

According to the plan,
farmers will pay just 10 per
cent of the premium and the
rest would be subsidised by
the Centre and states, The
Centre will give a subsidy of
75 per cent and states will
contribute 15 per cent of the
premium, Sarangi said

“Plantation farmers don't
have an insurance scheme
and they face losses in pro-
ductivity whenever there is

SOME HELP: According to the plan, farmers will pay 10% of the
premium and the rest would be subsidised by the Centre and states

weather anomaly,” he said.
“All the trade promotion boa-
rds are working jointly on
this plan," he said.

On the e-auction plan,
he said, the commerce min-
istry would notify guidelines
in two months, allowing
smaller tea processers get
registered with the tea board

to take part in it
It will help 86,000 small

* tea growers under the 467

SHGs already formed, said
BG Chakraborty, president
of the confederation of In-
dian small tea growers’ as-
sociations. The tea board's
initiative is aimed at the
collective groups of small

growers, he said

There are 250,000 small
tea growers in Assam, Ben-
gal, TN and Kerala. The
board has decided to allow
gowers' SHGs to set up mini
and micro processing units
of 500 kg. SHGs will get in-
centives after notification of
norms, Chakraborty said the
number of such processing
units will go up from 70 at
present

Sarangi also said the pan-
India tea auction, scheduled
to begin this month, has
been delayed to July due to
some techrical issues,

Commerce secretary
Rita Teaotia had announced
in Kolkata on May 10 that
the pan-India e-auction of
tea would be rolled out in
June. The manual tea auc-
tion was started in Calcutta
in 1861

prabhudatta.m
@mydigitolic.com
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Guidelines soon for
small tea companies

PRrESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi

THE Government will
issue gdidelines for estab-
lishing mini and micro tea
factories which will be ben-
eficial for small growers,

a top Tea Board official said
on Tuesday.

Tea Board will allocate
more funds and subsidies
for small tea growers to
maintain their water sheds
and transport their pro-
duce, Tea Board chairman
Santosh Kumar Sarangi
said in a statement.

“Within a month, Tea
Board of India, through
ministry of commerce,
will come up with notifica-
tion on guidelines for set-
ting up mini and micro fac-
tories for small tea grow-
ers,” Sarangi said.

He was speaking at the
conference of small tea
growers organised by the
Centre for Education and
Communication.

Small tea growers will
have to grow up the value
chain, become producers
and participate in auction
on their own. The board
will give them training in
quality control and make
sure the tea produced is of
good quality,  Sarangi
added.

Speaking at the same
event, Centre for Educa-
tion and Communigation
executive director J John
said that a win-win situa-
tion will come when tea in-

dustry recognises small tea
growers and forge sustain-
able business partnerships
with them.

The tea estate factories
should also come forward
to purchase tea leaf from
the small tea growers' soci-
eties giving them fairer
price, John added.

India is the second
largest producer of tea in
the world and has about
4.5 lakh small tea growers
with less than 0.5 to 5
acres of land.
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Govt may issue norms for mini, micro tea factories

New Delhl, June 7: The government will Issue guldelines
for establishing mini and micro tea factories which
will be beneficial for small growers, a top tea board official
said on Tuesday

Tea Board will allocate more funds and subsidies for
small tea growers to maintain their water sheds and trans-
port their produce, Tea Board chairman Santosh Kumar
Sarangisald in a statement

“Within a month, Tea Board of India, through the min
istry of commerce, will come up with notification on guide-
lines for setting up mini and micro factories for small tea
growers,” Sarangl said,

He was speaking at the conference of small tea
growers organised by the Centre for Education and Com
munication

Small tea growers will have to grow up the value chain,

become producers and participate in auction on theirown.,
The board will give them training in quality control and
make sure the tea produced is of good quality, Sarangl
added

Speaking at the same event, Centre for Education and
Communication executive director J John said a win-win
situation will come when the tea industry recognises small
tea growers and forge sustainable business partnerships
with them

The tea estate factories should also come forward to pur-
chase tea leaf from the small tea growers' societies giving
them fairer price, John added

India is the second largest producer of tea in the world
and has about 4.5 lakh small tea growers with less than 0.5
to5acresof land

PTI
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Small tea growers
want own units

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 7 June

Small Tea Growers (STG)
from Assam, Arunachal,
Tripura, Mizoram and West
Bengal today demanded
concrete supportive mea-
sures from the government
to set up their own manu-
facturing units.
Participating at an event
in New Delhi, about 200
STG representatives empha-
sised their rights in the tea
industry and called for bet-
ter transparency in Tea
Board's price sharing for-
mula, says a Press release.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr Santhosh Kumar
Sarangi, chairman of Tea
Board of Indiasaid: “With-
in a month, Tea Board of
India, through the ministry
of commerce, will come up
with notification on guide-
lines for setting up mini

and micro factories for small
tea growers.”

Hesaid: “The Tea Board
will allocate more funds for
small tea growers. More
subsidies will be given for
maintaining their water
sheds and transportation.”
According to him, small tea
growers will have to grow
up the value chain, become
producers and participate
in auction on their own.

The Tea Board will give
them training in quality
control and make sure the
tea produced is of good
quality.

Mr Bijoy Gopal Chakra-
borty, president of Confed-
eration of Indian Small Tea
Growers’ Association
(CISTA) said: "We appreci-
ate the Price Sharing Kor-
mula (PSF). But STGs are
still unable to get fair price
for their green leaf because
of price fluctuations.
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Setting up manufacturing units

Smallteagrowersin Bengal,Assam,
N-E seek Tea Board support

AL SPONDEN
ROLKATA JUNE %/ Emphasiring
thedr rights in the tea industry and
highlighting a better tramspacency in
Tea Board's price sharing formula
Small Tea Growers (STG) from As-
sam, Arunachal, Tripura, Mizoram
and West Heagal came together They
gathered as part of an innovative
oveet - “PPS Assembly Colebeation of
Inmovation”™ ergamised by Centre for
Edocation and Communibestion, lor
evdeleating the mitiatives of primasy
prodacer societios and eacoaraging
themn for betlor sastatnability Moo
thxn 200 STG represeniatives who
participated in the event, demanded
concrete supportive messures from
the povernment 1o sel up their own
masufacturing units. Many of these
societios xre formsed by tribal comese
nities and women from hese roglons
“Withim a month, Tea Board of In
din, through Ministry of Commerce
will come up with notifiention on
parelines for setting up mimi and mi
orofactories for snall tea growers,” &
nounced Santhosh Kumar Sarangs,
Chasrman, Tea Board of India, whale
sddressing the PPS Assembly "Tea
Board will allocate moce funds for
small toa growers, More subsidies
will be given for maintaining their
water sheds and transportation”, he
adds. According to him, Small Tea
Crowers will have to grow ap the

valwe chain, become producers and
participate in anction on their own
Tea Board will give thess trainisg in
quality contred and make sure the tea
produced s of good guality “Consider
ing the global warming asd erratic
rains, more and more tea growers will
hawve to encogr aged isto organic farm
kg™, b emphasiced

During the assembly Prafulla
Dedbarma of Pacchamsagar Tea Pro
ducer Company Tripura said, "CEC
has helped wx so far But we are doter
mined to set up our own manulactur
ing unit to preduce organic erthodox
and green tea. We sevk active support
froems the Tea Board of Indis and Min-
istry of Commerce to build small
grower tea bBrand”. Ijoy Gopal

Chakraborty. Presadent of Confedera

1300 of Indian Small Tea Growers' As

socaation (CISTA) saud, "W sppreciale
the Price sharing formala (PSP But
STCs are still unable to pot fair price
for their groen leal. Growers expers

ence great Nuctuations in the price
that they receive from the Bosght Leal
Factortes (BLF), for per kg of groen
beod ranging from Ra 22 1o Rs 4 in West
Bengal asd Tamil Nadu: and Ra 2200
Hs. 7 im Assam (2005 season). No such
variathons were reporind in the Auc-
the price during the year. Mocwover
there is back of transparency in the ac

tual price realised since, amoayg other
things, undor The Tea Masrkoting Con

trol Order (TMOO) only 50 per cent of
loa poos 0 suction.” Promoy
Basumatari, Bodoland, Assam sasd,
“We are ' inmovators and ‘startugs’ In
the most back ward rursl sreas in In

din. Small ten growees are providing
employment to thousands of people
and are agonts of development. We
urge poveramest (0 remove road
bocks in starting manufacoaring units
in the raral sroas. We are meoting Min

ister of Commerce to discuss the is

soe " Dinesh Kumar Sarnh, Advisor, AD
Assam Small Tea Crowers’ Association
skid, The new Assam government
st remmove barriers in makang svaal-
able to growers, the lunds accresd un

der Cess Utilisaiton Palicy collecting
0.25 p froms every kg of green leaf sold
by growess tothe BLFs.”




Newspaper: Millenium Post

Date : June 11, 2016
Page :13
Edition: Delhi

Tea growers from WB, Assam press for better
implementation of price sharing formula

NEW DELHI: Emphasising their nm
the tea industry and highlighting a

transparency in Tea Boards
formula, small tea growers Fm Tom Assam,
Arunachal, Tripura, Mizoram and West
Bengal have gathered in Delhi
They have gnhemd as part of an inno-

vative event - “PPS Assembly Celebra-
tion of [nnovation” orgxm.m} by Centre
for Education and Communication, New
Delhi, for celebrating the initiatives of pri-

mary producer societies and encou ng
them for better sustainability. More t
200 STG representatives who paruapacd
in the event, demanded concrete support-

ive measures from the government to set
up thelr own manufacturing units, Many
of these societies are formed by tribal com-
munities and women from these regions.
“Within a month, Tea Board of India
, through Ministry of Commerce, will
come up with notification on guidelines
for setting up mini and micro factories
for small tea growers, ” said Tea Board of
India Chairman Santhosh Kumar Sarangi,
while addressing the PPS Assembly. “Tea
Board will allocate more funds for small tea
growers. More subsidies will be given for
mainlaining their water sheds and transpor-
tation,” he added. According to him, Small

Tea Growers will have to grow up the value
chain, become producers and participate
in auction on their own. Tea Board will
give them training in quality control and
make sure the tea produced is of good qual-
ity. "Considering the global warming and
crratic rains, more and more tea growers
will have to encourage into organic farm

Lnﬁ". he emphasised. “A win-sin situation
will come when tea industry recognises
small tea growers... More and more BLFs
and Estate factories must come forward
to purchase leaf from the societies giving
them fairer price’; said Centre for Educa-
tion and Communication ED | John. wes!
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Small Tea Growers press for better
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Portal : Economic times

Date : 7Jun, 2016

Link : http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/tea-board-to-
come-up-with-guidelines-for-tea-processors-for-small-tea-growers/articleshow/52637061.cms

Tea Board to come up with gukielines
for tea processors fotsmall tea growers
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'Gont to issue gandelnes for
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Portal : Financial Express
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Link : http://www.financialexpress.com/article/india-news/govt-to-issue-guidelines-
for-mini-micro-tea-factories/276483/

GOV 1o issue guidelines for mini
micro tea [actories
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Govt to issue guidelines for mini, micro
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New guidelines for setting up mini, micro factories for small
lea growers soon
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'Govt o issue guidelines for mini, macro tea factones’
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'Govt to issue guidelines for mini, micro tea factories'
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