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CHENNALI, India (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - Tea estates in southern India are
hiring temporary workers during peak plucking season and denying these laborers basic
rights as required by law, said a report released on Tuesday.

A survey in the southern state of Tamil Nadu at two tea estates - both certified by the
international nonprofit Rainforest Alliance - found that in 2015, up to half of the o
workforce were temporary workers, and most were migrants or retirees.

TRENDING STORIES

Focus group discussions and individual interviews with the workers showed the casual
laborers did not receive a bonus, contributions for their children's school fees, a pension .I Singapore slams calls for 'soft
fund, créche facilities or other social security benefits given to permanent workers. approach' to drugs at U.N. meeting
"Tea workers around the world are facing dangerous and degrading working 2 Commentary: Here's how the U.S.
conditions," said the report by India-based Glocal Research and The India Committee of Navy will defeat Iran’s speedboats
the Netherlands, non-governmental organizations working on labor and human rights.

3 Hanjin Shipping to file for

Tea plantations in India - the world's second largest producer of tea after China - receivership; rival eyes assets

employ an estimated 3.5 million workers, the report said.
4 Singapore confirms Zika spread; U.S.
and other countries issue travel
warnings

The report focused on the Nilgiris district in Tamil Nadu, one of the main tea-growing
belts in India with approximately 200,000 tea plantation workers.

Up to half of the workforce are migrants from other parts of India. 5 Key Islamic State leader killed in
apparent U.S. strike in Syria

According to the Indian Plantation Act of 1951, all workers, temporary and permanent,
should be treated equally. However, poor enforcement by government authorities has
allowed estate managers to deny workers their rights, the report said.

The report also raised concerns about advances paid once a year to workers to meet
their expenses for education, marriage, house construction and emergencies.

Temporary workers have to repay the advance in full if they want to leave the estate for
other work, creating a cycle of debt bondage in some cases.
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The report found that risks of injury or illness remain high, particularly among female
workers.

It also found that overtime hours and compensation
ALSO IN WORLD NEWS . . S
do not comply with legal requirements or the criteria
Key Islamic State leader killed ~ ©f the Rainforest Alliance and the Sustainable
in apparent U.S. strike in Syria Agriculture Network of non-profit conservation

groups.

Russia questions report
blaming Syrian government for
gas attacks

Responding to the findings, the Rainforest Alliance
said they had formally complained to the two certified
plantations, and an investigation had been initiated.
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Sustainability certified India tea estates violate worker rights: report
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Earthquake measuring
6.8 magnitude strikes
off Rabaul in Papua
New Guinea: USGS

SYDNEY A strong earthquake with a magnitude
of 6.8 struck off the town of Rabaul in Papua New
Guinea on Wednesday, the U.S. Geological Survey
said.

North Korea executes
vice premier in latest
purge: South

SEOUL North Korea has executed its vice premier
for education and rebuked two high-ranking
officials, South Korea said on Wednesday, which,
if true, would mark a new series of measures by
leader Kim Jong Un to discipline top aides.

Pentagon orders review of
unfinished aircraft carrier

John Lennon's killer denied
parole for ninth time

Iran minister defends
encounter with U.S. warship

Russia says deeply worried by
Turkish operation in Syria
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