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Preface 
 
 
 
Centre for Education and Communication (CEC), a labour-support organisation based 
in Delhi is privileged to be involved in Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan campaign 
that began from May 1-June 27, 2008 along the coastal belt of India. CEC contributes 
and engages by providing conceptual and logistical inputs. The compilation towards 
this Dossier is one such step forward as part of advocacy and campaign. This Dossier 
charts out the route taken by the Abhiyan through all the coastal states and maps out 
the media coverage received during this period. It includes press clippings, press 
releases and photographs from various states. 
 
We sincerely would like to thank Harekrisha Debnath, Chairperson, National 
Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF) for his undue support and perseverance, and providing us 
with the necessary documents for compiling this Dossier. It is to his insistence that we 
have been successful in bringing out this document as a campaign tool for the ongoing 
struggle.  We would also like to acknowledge the supportive documents and 
photographs received from Direct Initiatives for Social and Health Action (DISHA), 
Kolkatta in bringing out this dossier. We hope that this dossier will be useful to 
various civil society groups, organisations, trade unions, activists alike for 
strengthened this campaign and others to understand the campaign. 
 
We dedicate this document to all the courageous fisher people who embarked on this 
ambitious yet proved to be successful campaign. We urge the government to respond 
by withdrawing the CZM Notification.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 3, 2008                                                             J. John 
New Delhi       Executive Director (CEC)  
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Introduction  
 
 
The Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan commenced from May 1, 2008 in Jakhau in 
the Kutch region of Gujarat with ceremonial plantation of mangrove by the local 
fishing community. The Abhiyan traversed and campaigned along 7000 kilometers of 
coastland passing through the coastal states of Gujarat, Maharastra, Goa, Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and West Bengal. The main thrust of 
this campaign is to prevent replacement of the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 
notification 1991 with the Coastal Zone Management (CZM) by the Government of 
India. The Campaign concluded in Kolkata in a citizen’s meet on June 27, 2008. This 
massive mobilisation was made possible with the concerted efforts of National 
Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF), registered as a trade union representing about 3.5 million 
maritime fishworkers living along the coastline.  
 
The fisher communities contest that such an imposition of the CZM would legitimise 
the rampant destruction of the marine ecosystem caused by unrestricted capital 
intensive development and cause massive displacement of the fishers from their 
natural livelihood systems. ‘Save the Coast-Save the Fishers’ yatra is an expression of 
dissent as well as assertion of the livelihood rights of fishers, in the context of the 
ever increasing external incursions into the coasts in the names of establishment of 
industries, SEZs, tourist centres, nuclear and petrochemical processing centres, 
airports etc. Increasing marine pollution, coastal aquaculture, destructive fishing 
methods used by many, incursions by industrial foreign fishing vessels and lopsided 
ecology conservation policies that denies access to fishers are other issues that 
threaten the livelihood rights of marine fishers.  
 
A second and important demand placed by the National FishWorkers’ Forum is for a 
national legislation with the ILO’s Work in Fishing Conventions (C 188) that is adopted 
by the International Labour Conference in June 2007. The Work in Fishing Convention 
attempts to regulate the working conditions of marine fishers and provides for their 
occupational health and safety measures as well as social security. The demand raised 
by NFF on this seeks a comprehensive legislation that includes not just the rights of 
the marine fishers but also the traditional fishers, engaged in shore based activities, 
inland fishers and women fishers.  
 
 
 
 
November 3, 2008                                                             J. John 
New Delhi       Executive Director (CEC)  
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NATIONAL FISHWORKERS’ FORUM (NFF) 
Head Office: 20/4 Sil Lane Kolkata – 700015, Tele+Fax: 033-23283989. Email: 
nffcal3@vsnl.com  
Delhi Office: C/O Delhi Forum, F10/12 Malviyanagar, New Delhi -110017, Tel: 011-2668 -0883/-0914 
 

SAVE THE COAST: SAVE THE FISHERS 
Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 

Kutch – Kanyakumari – Kolkata 
1st May – 27th June 2008 

 
 
 

 
Abhiyan Itinerary  
 
The campaign will start from 1st May 2008 and carry on for two months till 27th June 
2008. The whole of the Indian coast will witness mass mobilizations with agitations, 
demonstrations, rallies, reception, public meetings, seminars and press conferences 
all along its stretch in the months of May and June 2008. 
 
On 1st of May, the international day of labour, the campaign will commence at Jakho 
in the Run of Kutch in Gujarat and will end in Kolkata in West Bengal on 27th June 
2008.  
 
A central campaign team comprising of eminent leaders of National Fishworkers’ 
Forum (NFF), National Coastal Protection Campaign (NCPC), peoples movements and 
civil society organizations will spearhead the campaign. .   
 
The state wise itinerary of the central campaign team is as follows: 
 

SSttaattee  DDaatteess  
Gujarat 1st  to 9th May 
Maharashtra 10th to 18th May 
Goa 19th to 20th May 
Karnataka 21st to 24th May 
Kerala 25th to 31st May 
TamilNadu+Pondy 1st June to 9th June 
Andhra 10th June to 15th June 
Orissa 16th June to 21st June 
West Bengal 22nd June to 27th June 

                       
 
During the course of the campaign there will be state level seminars on ILO Convention 
on work in fishing sector and national legislation for fishworkers at the following 
places and dates:  
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Gujarat: Ahmedabad – 6th May 
Maharastra; Mumbai – 12th May 
Nagercoil:            2nd June 
Tamilnadu: Chennai-      9th June 
Andhra Pradesh: Ongole- 11th June. 
 
 
Detail Campaign Plan for Gujarat  
 
       Date              Place      Time    Programme   
01/05/08 Jakho 10:30 am Inauguration of the campaign & rally 
01/05/08 Mandvi Layja Vill   4:00 pm  Public meeting and interaction 
02/05/08 Junabander/ Ujjas    9:00am Visit hot spot and citizens meet 
02/05/08 Bhadreshwar 11:00am Meeting with social activists, fishers 
03/05/08 Dwaraka,  

Rupen Bander 
10:00am Meeting and interaction with fishing 

community and civil society leaders 
03/05/08 Harshed  4:00pm Meeting & rally at fish landing centre 
04/05/08 Porbander  9:00 am Meeting at fishing Harbour 
04/05/08 Mangrol  3:00 pm Public meeting at Machhimar Hall 
04/05/08 Veraval  7:00 pm Reception& meeting at community 

hall 
05/05/08  Veraval 9.00am  Travel to Ahmedabad  
06/05/08 Ahmedabad 10.00am ILO seminar at Awaj Kunj, Ambavadi 
07/05/08 Jambusar   4:00pm Meeting with fishing Community  
08/05/08 Umarsadi 10:00am  Indoor general meeting 
08/05/08 Valsad 4:00pm Mass meeting and press meet 
09/05/08 Daman 9:00am Informal meeting with community  
09/05/08 Umargaon 4:00pm  Mass meeting and halt 

 
Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan : Maharastra - Goa itinerary 
 
   Date     Time                                        Programme 
10 May 2008 8.30AM Zai (Umbergaon) - - Bordi -- Chikhla 
 10.00AM Dahanu Port 
 11.30AM Dhakti Dahanu-Gungwada (lunch) Wadhavan-Varore-

Chinchani-Tarapore-Ghivali- Ucheli. 
 2.00PM  Popharan Dandi 
 3.30PM Murbe-Alewadi-Navapur- via- Boisar – Palghar. 
 5.00PM Satpati (Shri Rajendra Meher and Shri Vinode Patil, 

Chairmen Satpati Machhimar and Satpati Fishermen 
Society)-Vadarai – Mahim (Tembhi) – Kelva – Datiwara –via- 
Kore – Edwan – via- Safala.  

 7.00PM Arnal - via - Virar and halt (Arnala Fishermen Society, Shri 
Vaity, Shri Dhaki, Shri Koli, Shri Patil & other colleagues.  

11 May 2008 8.30AM  Arnala (Four Machhimar Co-op.Societies) – From Nala to 
Bassi(Pachubandar) – Shri Philip Mastan – Khochiwada- 
Naigaon-via- Bassain Road.  

 12.30PM Uttan-Dongri Chawk- Sri Leo Collaso and others – via- 
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Dharavi Pali Marg 
 1.30PM  Gorai (participation in NAPM State Convention) – Manori – 

Malvani –via- Marve (by boat).  
 4.30PM Madh-Bhati ( Shri Kiran Koli and collegues). 
 6.00 PM Varsova (Shri Motiram Bhave and other fishermen leaders 
 7.30 PM Mahim-Sulup - Machhimar Colony – Mahim Mahikavati 

Society, Mahim Machimar Co-op Society & Nakhoa Co-op. 
Sangh, Mahim.  Dinner (Shri Dinkar Tandel,Sri Dilip 
Pagdhare and other collegues. Halt.  

12 May 2008 9.00 AM Worli Koliwada – GosfaDevi Sea face via Munbai Central.  
 10.30AM  Bhaucha Dhakka (Kasara port) Shri Karsan Bhai and Shri 

Dilip Pagdhare, Shri Keluskar , Shri Vasant Mahulkar & 
other collegues. 

 12.30 PM Crawford Market – Sasoon Dock: Shri Dattaram Meher, Shri 
Keshav Koli, Shri Pradip Nakhwa and others 

 1.30PM Cuffe Parade( Colaba) – Shri Moreswar Patil, Shri Ramesh 
Meher, Shri Raghunath Bohir, Shri Laxman Dhanur & 
others. Machhimar Sarvodaya Sahakari Society, Cuffe 
Parade – Lunch. 

 4.00PM Shivaji Mandir (Dadar) via Trombay – Mahul. 
 9.00 PM Karanja (via Vashi – Uran). Night halt. Dinner: Shri Ravi 

Koli, Karanja.  
** 12 May  
        2008 

10.30AM 
- 4.30 PM 

There will be Seminar on ILO Convention on Work in 
Fishing Sector at Rajashri Shahu Sabhagrah, Shivaji 
Mandir, 3rd floor, Dadar, Mumbai.  – Maharstra 
Machimar Kriti Samiti. 

13 May 2008 8.30 AM Karanja- Bodani by boat (Vehicles at Rawas via Karanja- 
Vadkhal in the morning) Shri Datta Hashya Nakhwa, Shri 
Koli & others. 

 9.30AM   Bodani –Sasavane-Thal- Navgaon- Varsoli. 
 12.30AM Alibag (Lunch) Shri Ullash Varkate,Shri Ravikant Parekar & 

others: Alibag  Machhimar Society. 
 2.30PM Akshi – Revdanda – Bheronda – Korlai- Bolai- Borli- 

Mandava – Ekdara- Murud. 
 7.30PM Murud: Night Halt and Dinner. 
14 May 2008 9.00AM Dighi – Bharat khol – Masala via Shrivardhan (Jivana 

Bandar) – Lunch. Baghmabdle via Bankot. 
 6.00PM Harnepaj (Harnepaj – Ade – Utambar-Burandi- Public 

Meeting, night halt: Shri Pawesha, Chairman Harnepaj  
Machhimar Sanstha,Shri Chaugule, Shri Narayan Raghuvira 
and other colleagues. 

15 May2008 8.30 AM Harne- Dapoli- Dabhol Khadi (Jangal Jetty) via Ajanvel – 
Navanghar- Veldhur-Dhopave- Nari Bandar –Lunch: Shri 
Datta Vankar and others.  

 7.30PM Guhaghar- Night halt  
16May 2008 8.30AM Asgoli via Guhaghar – Palshet-Konkarul-Velneswar –Ade 

Agar – Hedavi via Katala-via Navanghar Khadi (Jangal 
Jetty) Chinch Bandar- Varvoda. 

 7.30PM  Ganapatipule – dinner & night halt. 
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17 May 2008  8.00AM Karla – Bhata: Shri Nisar Borkar and others 
 11.30AM Mirak khada (Ratnagiri): Lunch: Mirak Khada Adarsha 

Machhimar Co-op. Society. Purnagad via Pawas.  
 7.30PM Sakhari Nate: night halt & dinner: Sakhari Nate Machhimar 

Co-op. Society: Shri Amjad Borkar and other collegues 
18May 2008 9.00AM  Vijay Durg 
 12.00 AM  Deogarh : Lunch – Deogarh Machimar Society  & leaders. 
 6.30PM Malwan : Public meeting  - Nathpai Sevangan : Malwan 

Taluka Sramik Machhimar Sangha and Machhimar Sahakari 
Society. Night halt & Dinner: Guruji Shri Jnanesh Deulkarji 
and other collegues. 

19 May 2008 8.30 AM To Panjim via Malwan- Goa Road. 
 12.30 PM Panjim: General Meeting of All Goa Fishworkers’ Union. 

Night halt in Panjim: Shri Matanhy Saldanha 
20May 2008 9.00 AM  Visit to fishing villages, fishermen socity and ecological 

hotspots: Shri Matanhy Saldanha 
 Afternoon Press Conference: Timings to be finalized by Shri Matanhy 
    To Karnataka 

 
East Coast States’ Itinerary: Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 

Date Place District 
Tamilnadu   
01.6.08   Nirodi   Kanyakumari 
 Marthandamthurai Kanyakumari 
 Velupillai Kanyakumari 
 Eravi Puthenthurai Kanyakumari 
 Chinnathurai Kanyakumari 
 Thoothoor Kanyakumari 
 Eramanthurai Kanyakumari 
 Mulirthurai Kanyakumari 
 Enam puthenthurai Kanyakumari 
 Helen Colony Kanyakumari 
 Kurunpanai Kanyakumari 
 Vaniakudi Kanyakumari 
 Colachel Kanyakumari 
 Kottilpadu Kanyakumari 
 Periavillai Kanyakumari 
 Manvalakurichi Kanyakumari 
02.6.08   Wadia-Muttam Kanyakumari 
 Rajakamangalthurai Kanyakumari 
 Puthenthurai Kanyakumari 
 Pallam Kanyakumari 
 Malamankudi Kanyakumari 
 Kepamanakudi Kanyakumari 
 New Kanyakumari Kanyakumari 
 Kanyakumari Kanyakumari 
03 .6.08   Uvari   Tuticorin 
 Periathurai Tuticorin 
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 Periathalai Tuticorin 
 Allanthalai Tuticorin 
 Amlinagar Tuticorin 
 Punyakayal Tuticorin 
 Teracepuram Tuticorin 
04.6.08   Kilakarai- Public meeting  Ramanathapuram 
 Ramnad RFTU office (Press 

meet) 
Ramanathapuram 

 Dargavalasai — group 
meeting 

Ramanathapuram 

 Thangachimadam - Hail 
meeting 

Ramanathapuram 

 Rameswaram - Public 
meeting 

Ramanathapuram 

05 .6.08   Jagadapatnam Pudukottai 
 Manalmelkudi Pudukottai 
 Sethu Chettunam Pudukottai 
06 .6.08   Nagapattinam Nagapattinam 
 Seretoor Nagapattinam 
 Karaikal Nagapattinam 
 Kilinjalmedu Nagapattinam 
 NambiarNagar Nagapattinam 
07.6.08  Killai Cuddalore 
 Cuddalore town (press 

meet)  
Cuddalore 

 Putchikuppam Cuddalore 
Pondicherry   
07.6.08 Naramanill Pondicherry 
 Gingev Salai- Public Meeting Pondicherry 
08.06.08 Pondicherry Press Club 

(Press Meet) 
Pondicherry 

Tamilnadu   
08.6.08   Nedu Kupam   Villipuram 
 Anumanthai Villipuram 
 Kadapu pakkam Kuppam Kanchipuram 
 Cuddalore Peria Kuppam Kanchipuram 
 Mahabalipuram Kanchipuram 
 Ualikuppam Kanchipuram 
 Kannathuradi Kuppam Kanchipuram 
09.6.08  
   

ICSA, Chennai. ILO 
Convention Seminar   

Chennai 

10.6.08  Pazavarkadu ( Pulicut) Thiruvallur 
Andhra Pradesh   
10.6.08  Ramalingapuram Nellore 
11.6.08  Ongole (ILO seminar) Praksham 
12.6.08  Wadarevu (Press & public 

meet)  
Praksham 

 Ramnagar (Public meeting)  Guntur 
 Surya Lanka(Special Tourism Guntur 
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Zone visit)  
13.6.08  Vishakhapatnam(Press meet 

and agitation at the 
collectorate) 

Vishakhapatnam 

14.6.08  Vizianagaram Coleectorate 
March and public meeting 
at Krishi Bhavan 

Vizianagaram 

15.6.08  Bhavani peta and 
Srikakulam 

Srikakulam 

Orissa   
15.6.08  Enter Orissa and halt at 

Chatrapur 
Ganjam 

16.6.08 r -Do- Mass rally and Dharna 
before the collector Press 
meet at Berhampur (4.00 
pm) 

Ganjam 

17.6.08  Nairi (Chilika) village 
meeting 

Khurda 

18.6.08  Puri Durga Bari - Fishers 
meet 

Puri 

18.6.08  Bhubaneswar Red Cross 
Bhavan Press meet  

BBSR 

19.6.08  Chandra Bhaga, Konark  Puri 
 Paradeep - 5.00 pm Jagatsingpur 
20.6.08  Kharinashi (public meeting) Kendrapara 
 Rajnagar Do 
21.6.08  Bideipur Bhadrak 
 Dhamra  
West Bengal   
22 .6 .08  Sonakhali (Sundarban)  South 24 Parganas 

 Jharkhali Public meeting 
and halt 

South 24 Parganas 

23.6.68  Mass dharna at Canning 
tiger reserve office 

South 24 Parganas 

24 .6.08  Kakdwip — Hall meeting  South 24 Parganas 
25.6.08  Digha  East Midnapore 
 Chewasuli — Public meeting East Midnapore 
 Dadanpatrabar — reception 

and meeting 
East Midnapore 

26.6.08  Public meeting and civic 
reception at Contai 

East Midnapore 

27.6.08  Citizens meet and reception 
in Kolkata  

Kolkata 

 Concluding meet in Kolkata  Kolkata 
 

Delhi Chalo, Sansad Chalo: November 2008 



A B H I Y A N  R O U T E

Gujarat 1st  to 9th May

Maharashtra 10th to 18th May

Goa 19th to 20th May

Karnataka 21st to 24th May

Kerala 25th to 31st May

Tamil Nadu 1st to 7th June

Pondicherry 7th & 8th June

Andhra Pradesh 10th to 15th June

Orissa 16th to 21st June

West Bengal 22nd to 27th June

Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya AbhiyanSAVE THE COAST : SAVE THE FISHERS
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Jakao

Gujarat
1st  to 9th May

JakhoMandvi Layja VillJunabander/ Ujjas BhadreshwarDwarakaHarshed Porbander Mangrol Veraval AhmedabadJambusar UmarsadiValsadDamanUmargaon
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Gujarat 14 

 
 
 
Gujarat 
 
 

ÿ Large-scale destruction of mangroves 
ÿ Scarcity of drinking water 
ÿ Establishment of SEZs, cement factories, thermal power plants, salt pans, 

private board and real estate development  
ÿ Pollution of the coastal borders and River Daman Ganga caused by ash and 

waste-water from these factories 
ÿ Drastic fall in total marine catch  
ÿ Imprisonment of Indian fishers and capture of Indian boats by Pakistan naval 

agencies were the major concerns during this campaign  
ÿ Campaign spearheaded by Machhimar Adhikar Sangharsh Samiti (MASS), Akhil 

Gujarat Machhimar Mahamandal (AGMM) and Gujarat NFF jointly    
ÿ State level seminar on ILO Convention of Work in Fishing was held in 

Ahmedabad on May 6, 2008 
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Maharashtra
10th to 18th May

Maharashtra

Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya AbhiyanSAVE THE COAST : SAVE THE FISHERS

Zai (Umbergaon), Bordi, Chikhla, Dahanu Port
Dhakti Dahanu-Gungwada, Wadhavan, Varore, Chinchani
Tarapore, Ghivali, Ucheli
Popharan Dandi, Murbe, Alewadi, Navapur Boisar Palghar
Satpati Vadarai Mahim (Tembhi) Kelva Datiwara Kore
Edwan Safala, Arnal Virar,  Arnala Nala Bassi (Pachubandar)
Khochiwada Naigaon Bassain Road
Uttan Dongri Chawk Dharavi Pali Marg
Gorai Manori Malvani Marve (by boat)
Madh Bhati, Varsova, Mahim, Sulup
Worli Koliwada, GosfaDevi Sea face, Mumbai Central
Bhaucha Dhakka (Kasara port), Crawford Market, Sasoon Dock
Cuffe Parade( Colaba), Shivaji Mandir (Dadar), Trombay, Mahul
Karanja (via Vashi-Uran), Karanja, Bodani by boat
Bodani, Sasavane, Thal, Navgaon, Varsoli, Alibag
Akshi, Revdanda, Bheronda, Korlai, Bolai, Borli, Mandava, Ekdara

Dighi, Bharat khol, Harnepaj, Harne, Dapoli
Dabhol Khadi (Jangal Jetty), Ajanvel, Navanghar
Guhaghar, Asgoli, Palshet, Konkarul, Velneswar
Ade Agar, Hedavi, Katala
Navanghar Khadi (Jangal Jetty), Chinch Bandar, Varvoda
Ganapatipule, Karla – Bhata, Mirak khada (Ratnagiri), Purnagad

Sakhari Nate, Vijay Durg, Deogarh, Malwan
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Murud, 
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Maharashtra  
 

ÿ Enormous depletion of coastal environment  
ÿ Setting up of industries (particularly Container Port Project of Reliance in 

Raigarh) 
ÿ Captive Jelly Project in Alewadi, Taluk Palghat in Thane district to affect 

more than 40,000 fisher people 
ÿ Sharp depletion of fish stock along the coast due to discharge of industrial 

affluence 
ÿ Large scale sand-mining for the construction industry seriously affects the 

ornamental fishes in the Creek 
ÿ Declared SEZs (covering Gorai, Uttan and Manori) threaten to displace more 

than one lakh people including fishermen, adivasis, artisans and farmers 
ÿ State level seminar on ILO Convention of Work in Fishing was held in Mumbai 

on May 12, 2008 
ÿ Maharashtra Machhimar Kriti Samiti organised this campaign successfully 
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Panjim – Goa

Goa – Karnataka Border
Goa

19th to 20th May

Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya AbhiyanSAVE THE COAST : SAVE THE FISHERS
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Panjim via Malwan- Goa Road
Panjim: General Meeting of All Goa Fishworkers’ Union
Night halt in Panjim: Shri Matanhy Saldanha
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Goa 
 

ÿ Successfully fought against the imposition of eight SEZs in 

the state 
ÿ The fisher communities here strongly object to the 

imposition of the CZM notification 
ÿ Goenchea Rampar Karancho Ekvot organised the campaign 

events in Goa 
ÿ Campaign received tremendous support in Panjim and 

other places 
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Karnataka
21st to 24th May

Mangalore- Jagadapatnam

Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya AbhiyanSAVE THE COAST : SAVE THE FISHERS
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Karnataka 

 
ÿ Mega tourist project in Uttar Kannada coast  
ÿ Various defence installations in the coastal zones 

ÿ And real estate developments are major environmental 

concerns of the coastal zones 

ÿ Siltation, drazing of the creeks and the approach channels 

of major fishing harbours has been a long standing demand 

of the fishing communities. 
ÿ Abhiyan received tremendous support and participation of 

fisher people in Karwar, Tadari and other places  
ÿ Akhil Karnataka Fishermen Parishad organised this 

campaign 
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Kerala  
 

ÿ Sand-mining 
ÿ Foreign fishing vessels off-shores waters 

ÿ Discrepancy in tsunami relief measures  
ÿ Fish-bending women’s problems were important concerns 

during the seven day long campaign from Kasargod to 

Trivandrum  

ÿ Massive demonstration of fishworkers in front of the AG’s 

office, Trivandrum on  May 31st 2008   

ÿ This demonstration was the historic culmination of the 

Abhiyan in Kerala 

ÿ Kerala Swatanthra Matsya Thozhilali Union was responsible 

for the campaign in Kerala 
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Tamil Nadu 
 

ÿ Tourism  

ÿ Sand-mining 
ÿ Deficiency of tsunami relief 

ÿ Nuclear and thermal power plants 
ÿ Commercial ports and harbour, the Seeth Samudram 

Shipping Canal Project 
ÿ And ban on shark, sea cucumber and sea weed harvesting 

were important concerns in the 10 day long campaign 
ÿ State level seminar on ILO Convention in Fishing held in 

June 9, 2008, Chennai 
ÿ  Tamil Nadu Fishworkers’ Union (TUF), Ramnad District 

Fishworkers’ Trade Union (RFTU) and Vangakadal Meen 

Thozilalar Union (VMTU) organised the campaign 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 61 

 
 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 62 

 
 
 

 

 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 63 

 
 

 
 

 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 64 

 
 
 

 

 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 65 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 66 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 67 

 
 
 

 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 68 

 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 69 

 

 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 70 

 
 
 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 71 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 72 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 73 

 
 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 74 

 
 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 75 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 76 

 
 

 
 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 77 

 
 
 

 
 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 78 

 
 
 

 



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Tamil Nadu 79 

 



 



Pondicherry 
7th to 8th June

Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya AbhiyanSAVE THE COAST : SAVE THE FISHERS

81

NaramaniiiGingev SalaiPondicherry Press Club



Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
 

Pondicherry 82 

 
 
 
Pondicherry         
 
 

ÿ Abhiyan was accorded a grand civic reception by the 

Pondicherry Fishermen Joint Action Committee 
ÿ Fisher communities here vehemently opposed the imposition 

of the CZM Notification 
ÿ Campaign in Pondicherry was brief but highly participatory 

and sensational 
ÿ The campaign was organised by United Fishermen Action 

Committee 
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Andhra Pradesh  
 

ÿ Gross degradation of coastal and environment ecology  

ÿ Growth of various polluting industries  
ÿ Large number of aqua-culture farms and tourism 

establishments, ship-breaking yards, commercial harbours etc 
ÿ Apprehension  among the fisher communities of the proposed 

Coastal Corridor 
ÿ Coastal areas of Nellore, Prakasam, Kakinad, Vishakapatnam 

and Srikakulum appear to be the most hazardous zone 
ÿ Samudra Teer Matsya Karmikula Union (STMKU) and Andhra 

Pradesh Traditional Fishworkers’ Union (APTFU) jointly led 

the campaign 
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Orissa 
 

ÿ Armament testing range 
ÿ Tourism 

ÿ Rare-earth, sand-mining  
ÿ Mega projects like the POSCO and Dhamra ports 

ÿ Wholesale displacement of more than 10,000 people due to 

blanket ban on fishing in Gahirmatha 

ÿ Coastal zones of Ganjam, Puri, Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara 

and Balasore districts seriously under threat 

ÿ Orissa Traditional Fishworkers’ Union (OTFU) led this 

campaign  
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West Bengal 
 

ÿ Proliferation of tourism in Mangamani 

ÿ Proposed nuclear power plant at Haripur 

ÿ Deep sea port in SagarIsland 

ÿ Mega chemical hub in Nayachar 

ÿ Eviction of 10,000 fisher people from Jambudeep  

ÿ and embargo restriction in Sunderbans Tiger Reserve are 

the major concerns for the fishing community in West 

Bengal.  

ÿ The Campaign concluded in Kolkata in a citizen’s meet on 

June 27, 2008 

ÿ Dakshin Bango Matsajibi Forum organised the state 

campaign 
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Machimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
Press Release: May 1, 2008 
 
Today 1st of May, the international day of workers, the Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya 
Abhiyan has been flagged off from Jakhau in the Kutch region of Gujarat. In Jakhau there 
are 25,000 fishers. The area suffers from tremendous loss of catch. According to Mitthu 
Bhai an elderly local fisher the fish catch has come down to 10% of what it was 10 years 
back. The fisherpeople here are under the threat of extinction due to large cle pollution 
from Sanghi and Anjan Cement Factories. Fly ash and waste water from these factories 
have devastated the fish stock. Private jetties built up by these factories have destroyed 
large areas of mangrove plantation. 
  
Jakhau Salt and Welbrind two salt companies have acquired 300 hectares of land but 
using only 40 acres. All this land has been acquired by destroying mangroves and fishers 
are not allowed in the area. The chemical waste released from these salt factories further 
pollute and devastate the ecology and environment of Jakhau. 
  
The Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan was flagged off by ceremonial and symbolic 
planting of mangrove saplings by local fishers. Fisherwomen were particularly 
enthusiastic in planting mangroves.Because mangroves are the symbols of wellbeing of 
coastal ecology and they are the first victims of so called development efforts that wreck 
havoc to natural coastal and marine resources. After planting of mangrove saplings Adam 
Ibrahim Jat, a senior leader of the fishers led the fishers to take an oath in the name of 
god that they will plant, protect and help regenerate mangroves. That they will fight to 
the last to protect the water and their livelihood.  
  
The inaugural meeting was attended by around 400 local fisher men and women. Isha 
Bhai the Sarpanch (President) of local Panchayet, Siddique Bhai, Sakina Bahen, Ahmed 
Bhai, Abdul Shah - all  leaders of local fishers spoke of the desparate situation the fishers 
are facing and expressed their resolve to fight for justice, for livelihood, for protection of 
natural resources.  
  
Harekrishna Debnath, Chairperson,NFF said that a state which is only 60years old has no 
right to encroach upon the traditional and customary rights of the fishers, which are 
thousands years old. As the land belongs to the tillers, so the coast and coastal waters 
belong to the fishers. There is no power on the earth which can rob the fishers of this 
natural right.   
  
He asked the fishers to unite and stand as one from Kutch in Gujarat to Sundarban in 
West Bengal. He said that not only in Jakhau or Gujarat, but in the whole of India the 
picture is the same. Everywhere the government is playing in the hands of big business 
and allowing large scale encroachment of coastal land and devastation of coastal 
resources by SEZs, large tourism, polluting industries , nuclear power plants. Now the 
government has allowed the foreign fishing vessels to fish in our waters. He warned the 
Government that very soon a big wave of protest and agitation will engulf the whole of 
the Indian coast. The agitating fishers together with the people of India who care to 
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protect the natural resources of our country will defeat the wrong policies of the 
government. He called on the fisherpeople of Jakhau to send at least two persons from 
each coastal village of the area to Delhi in July for a march to the parliament and sitting 
in demonstration. 
  
NFF national leaders Shri Narendra Patil, Shri Ramesh Dhuri, Smt. Purnima Meher, Shri 
Noel Kuni, Shri Bharat Patel, Mr. Dharmendra of Yusuf Meherally Centre, Mohd Osman 
Gani of MASS, Father David and other leaders addressed the gathering.  
  
In the afternoon the Abhiyan reached in Layza fishing village and conducted a public 
meeting. Hundreds of fisher men and women participated and resolved to fight for their 
rights and protect the coastal zone from violent encroachments. 
  
The fishers responded with enthusiasm.  
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Machimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
Press Release: May 12, 2008 
  
“Save the Coast, Save the Fisher People” 
 
With this slogan, the Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhayan, a national campaign of 
fisher people, organized by the National Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF), entered Mumbai on 
12 May 2008. The campaign started in Jhekhau, Kachchh, Gujarat, on 1 May 2008. It 
will cover the entire seaboard of India and reach Kolkata on 27 June 2008.  
 
The Abhayan held several public meetings and demonstrations in major fishing villages 
along the Gujarat seaboard such as Mundra, Bhadreshwar, Dwarka, Porbandar, Veraval, 
Mangrol, Dahez, Umbersari, Jambusar, Daman and Umbargaon before entering 
Maharashtra.  
 
The campaign demands that the proposed coastal management zone (CMZ) notification 
of the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MEF) be scrapped. It advocates the 
continuous implementation of existing Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) notification, and 
recognition of the rights of fisher peoples along the Indian seaboard.  
 
In Gujarat, the campaign witnessed disturbing large-scale displacement of traditional 
fisher peoples in coastal villages to set up industries and special economic zones (SEZ). 
Hazardous and polluting industries were mushrooming along the coast. The abhayan 
strongly pleads to the Gujarat government to immediately address the deep insecurity of 
coastal peoples. 
 
The Abhayan witnessed the rampant destruction of mangroves, and pollution of coastal 
waters. It was shocking to see that besides the SEZs  the fishing communities had poor 
access to drinking water, and poor transport and medical facilities.  
 
It was distressing to note that the fisheries resources off the Saurashtra coast were fully 
depleted. The fishers, as a result, were venturing into deeper waters in pursuit of fish, 
which often landed them in Pakistani jails.  
 
The fishing communities of Gujarat strongly protested against the letters of permission 
(LOP) issued by Government of India permitting foreign fishing in the Indian waters.  
They wanted all LOPs to be cancelled with immediate effect. 
 
In Maharashtra, the campaign visited Zai, Dahan, Dhakti, Dahan, Varor, Dandi, Murbve, 
Satpati, Arnala, Vasai, Gorai and Maroni and Mudh and Versova during the course of last 
couple of days. In Gorai, the Abhiyan was briefed about threats posed by an SEZ created 
for tourism of eviction of fisher peoples from five fishing villages. The fishing 
communities were resisting these threats and they wanted the said SEZ to be scrapped. 
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The Abhayan is led by Harekrishna Debnath, Chairperson, NFF, Rambhau Patil, N.D. 
Kohli, Narendra Patil, Matanhy Saldanha and others.  
 
The State- level Seminar on ILO Convention on Work in Fishing Convention, 2007, 
organized as part of the Abhayan, at Shivaji Mandir, Dadar, Mumbai on 12 May 2008, 
recommended that the Government of India enact a national legislation in the light of the 
ILO Fishing Convention to include fishworkers. The Seminar further recommended that 
the Government of India should extend social security benefits to all fishworkers. The 
Seminar was jointly organized by Maharashtra Machimar Kriti Samiti and the NFF, in 
collaboration with others.  
 
The Abhayan will resume its jatra from Uran on Tuesday, 13 May 2008.  It will visit 
important fishing villages along the east and west coasts of India before reaching 
Kolkata. Further to the Abhayan, fisher people from all along the Indian coast will 
undertake a dharna in front of the Parliament during its monsoon session to press for their 
15-point agenda.  
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Machimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
Press Release: May 14, 2008 
 

 
On the 13th of May 2008, the members of the Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan 
performed a street play in the coastal village of Karanja for “jan jagruti” or awareness 
generation. The Karanja Machhimar Vividha Karyakari Sahakari Society Ltd. catalyzed 
this rendezvous with the coastal residents.   
 
Touring the Alibag belt now, the activists of the “Machhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhiyan” 
organized by the National Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF), found that 10,000 acres of farm land 
and greenery including mangrove vegetation would be affected by a port as part of an SEZ, 
proposed to be constructed by Reliance. 135 coastal villages of which 80 are exclusively 
dependent on fishing would be affected by the project estimated to cost approximately 
rupees 20,000 crores. “50,000 traditional fisher folk would be displaced from their 
traditional livelihood forever as the SEZ would legally encompass the area of 22 km into 
the sea”  the villagers of Revas Bodani apprehended. The proposed container port would 
destroy a large tract of mangrove forest which keeps a fragile ecosystem in homeostasis, 
impacting both the livelihoods the environment. There are  local agitations in the fishing 
villages. The villagers recall that there is no direct proposal for purchasing the land but 
according to informants, a few contractors and middlemen have already acquired land in 
the area.   

 
After the ride to the next campaign site of Thal port where a quick meeting was underlined 
with the following three slogans, the campaign proceeded to the urban region near the 
district administration’s head-office at Alibag. The slogans that have punctuated the 
campaign today are as follows;- 
 
“Samudra Amcha Kolencha, Nahi Konacha Bappacha” 
“Kinara Amchi Kolenchi, Nahi Konachi Bapachi” 
“Jo Humse Takrayega, Pani me doob jayega” 
Kamane wala Khayega….. Lootne wala Jayega” 
  
The Shri Martoi Varsoli Machhimar Vividh Karyakari Sahakari Society Ltd. was our next 
stop. Various delegates like Mr Changa Posha Kulam, Chairman of Martand Vividh 
Karyakari Sahkari Society; Mr. Balkrishna Mahaden Koli. A street play group which has 
joined the abhiyan till Goa enthusiastically performed their play which humorously 
splashes through the issues and the charter of demands which are advocated by the 
abhiyan.  Mr Nandu Kumar Patil the Maharashtra Pradesh secretary spoke about the SEZ’s 
and the proposed shift from CRZ to CMZ regulation which threatens the livelihoods of 
people and the coastal ecosystem. 
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The abhiyan is now mingling with more villages along the Alibag coast. The Abhiyan 
creates an electrifying atmosphere along the coast and is greeted by warmth, everywhere 
the communities are spontaneously receiving the Abhiyan and enthusiastically expressing 
their solidarity with the cause. The abhiyan traversed across 5 fishing villages yesterday 
and have today resumed their yatra from Rajauri village in Mulund Taluka, Raigarh, 
Maharashtra where over 200 fisher people gathered to watch the play and energetically 
took over shouting the abhiyan slogans expressing their faith in the cause. 
 
Three hours from Rajauri the next meeting was scheduled at the village of Bharatkhol in 
Trivardhan Taluka, Raigarh district, Maharahstra. At 1:18pm, the street play has been 
performed and the audience joined in shouting the campaign slogans. Currently, Mr. 
Rambhau Patil, Chairman Maharashtra Machhimar Samiti is sharing his views with the 
villagers regarding the proposed Coastal Management Zone regulation. 

 
The journey highlights the stories of various fishing villages along the east and west coasts 
of India before reaching Kolkata. The energies roused along the Indian coast traversed by 
the Abhiyan and manifested in the concrete 15 points Charter of Demands of the fisher 
people’ would culminate in a dharna in front of the Parliament during its monsoon session. 
In each place people are committing to participate in the Sansad Abhiyan in July in large 
numbers. 
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Press Release 
  
The Macchhimar Adhikar Rashtriya Abhayan, a national campaign for the rights of fisher people, 
has been flagged off by the National Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF). The two month long campaign 
commenced from Jakho, the ran of Kutch, Gujrat on the International Labour day (1st May, 2008). 
Since then the entire Indian coast is experiencing mass mobilizations with agitations, 
demonstrations, rallies, reception, public meetings, seminars and press conferences all along its 
stretch. The campaign will traverse 8000 kilometers in nine states and conclude its feet in Kolkata on 
27th June. This campaign will be a precursor to Fisher People’s Parliament March in July 2008. 
  
Inaugurating the campaign HareKrishna Debnath, Chairperson, NFF said that Indian state had no 
right to encroach upon the traditional and customary rights of the fishers, which were thousand 
years old. He said that as land belongs to the tillers so the coast and coastal waters belong to the 
fishers.  
  
Indian coastline which is 8118 km long is extraordinarily rich in diversity and its water hosts one of 
the richest fisheries of the world. About 3.5 million fisher people live traditionally in 3200-odd 
villages along the coastline of mainland India. They supply more than 30 lakh tones of marine fish, 
the cheapest source of animal protein to our people. The GDP from the entire fisheries sector is 
nearly 30,000 cores. India earns 4200 crore from export of fish every year. 
  
NFF has consistently been alleging that Indian government both at the centre and states is playing 
to the tune of big business houses and corporate establishments allowing large-scale encroachment 
of coastal land and devastation of coastal resources by Special Economic Zone  (SEZs) and Special 
Tourism Zones (STZs) expanding coastal towns, cities, ports and harbors.  Ill conceived mega 
projects, rampant reclamation, large scale mechanized and destructive fishing are threatening our 
coastal environment, marine resources and traditional livelihood and the sea has become the 
dumping ground of all sorts of toxic wastes and pollutants. The crisis has reached to such an extent 
that in a UNEP report, In DEAD WATER has documented how the Indian Ocean has been turned 
in to one of the major marine zones adversely affected by land based sources of pollution. Now the 
government has even allowed the foreign fishing vessels to fish in our waters.  
  
The social history of coastal India is replete with incidents of traditional fisher’s struggles against 
coastal encroachments, pollution and destructive fishing gears and practices. Good fish requires 
healthy habitats. Traditional fishers’ struggles for right to fish have always been intertwined with 
strivings to conserve its resources. Protection of marine ecology and resources can’t be thought of 
independent of protection of the livelihood rights of fishers. 
  
  
 In 1991 when the government came out with a notification in the form of CRZ it was the first ever 
national statute to protect coasts from developmental activities. However central and state 
governments hardly made any serious effort to enforce this notification and moreover amended it as 
many as 21 times under pressure from numerous commercial interests. Now the government is 
planning to further sell out our coasts to commercial plunder and condoning all violations of CRZ 
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that have taken place since 1991 and has come out with a Coastal Zone Management (CZM) 
notification with the sole intention of further selling out our coasts to commercial plunder.  
  
The movement among other things demands to recognize Inalienable Traditional and Customary 
Rights of Fisherpeople over coastal lands and waters; Implement CRZ notification 1991 while 
rejecting recent CZM notification; Develop a comprehensive fisheries legislation for the EEZ 
waters; Reform Marine Fishing Regulation Acts of States to improve fisheries management and 
develop coordination mechanism for peaceful inter-state fishing; Develop regional mechanism to 
facilitate reciprocal access to adjacent maritime waters of neighbouring countries. Stop making 
fishworkers victims of maritime boundary disputes; Recognize and uphold the importance of 
women’s roles in fisheries – recognize their rights to social security, Land for fish processing and 
marketing, basic amenities, child care, credit and transport facilities and a national legislation for 
fishers in the line of ILO’s Work in Fishing Convention, 2007. 
 
The movement is of the view that now the fishing community is under tremendous attack. While 
SEZ, CMZ, STZ and industrial aquaculture are overshadowing the coastal zone; imported foreign 
fishing vessels are plundering the sea.  NFF struggle in 1990 had compelled the government to 
rescind the deep sea fishing policy that allowed foreign fishing vessels in our Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ). The high power Murari Committee recommendations were accepted by the 
government and it immediately stopped permitting the joint venture.  And now once again 
Government of India (GOI) started allowing operation of Deep Sea fishing vessels under joint 
venture arrangements as resource specific. Letters of Permits (LOP) have already been issued to 
more than 100 vessels and there have been news doing rounds that GOI has decided to allow 
import of 500 vessels under joint venture. 
 
 Addressing the large inaugural gathering with other NFF leaders and releasing the detail itinerary of 
the campaign and the names of civil society organizations that have been with the fisher folk 
through thick and thin; Debnath came down heavily on both central and state governments. He 
warned the government to see reason with the demands of NFF and called people to stand united 
from Kutch to Sundarban. He also called up on the fishing community, other coastal communities, 
students, youth, peoples’ movements, trade unions, civil society organizations and media to support 
the ongoing campaign and prepare for the bigger one during the monsoon session of the parliament.  
  
  
The march in the meantime covered Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa and now reached Karnataka.                                         
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